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Thies is the seocond igsue of REVIEW. It is also the last one,

My original intentions regarding this magazine were to provide

a sounding board for both mygself and fandom, which would appear

at frequent intervals an? keep abreast of current happenings in

the field, I felt that by stripving all frills from its produc-

tion, I might be able to Hzring it out with the desired frequency. )
The use of hektography was partly inspired by the ease and rapidity

with which it could be used,

But, I, persomnally, had never before used the vrocess, I was |
appalled, npor huyine wy firat sct, Lo learn that a 24 hour waltin

neriod was recomended between each ugage. I attempted to follow

this at first, But heavy shadows resulted even so, Then I dls-

ccvered tne shadows comld be removed by wasning with Inkewarm water,

_ And the hektograph could be ussd again immediately, Tnls of Odurse

gradually wore away the surface of the hektograph, But I felt I
sonld afford to purghase a new hektograph for each {asue if necessary.
However, this issug regquidred three hoktographs to produce. These
layern of jelly are so thin that the svonge wears them away &8fter
nine or ten uses, So I'm thrcwing in' the aponge. Of couTszoy 1t

is possible to mix the svuff yourself and I could get a deeper yan,
but I understand you have to oook 1t, and, living in-hotel rooms,

T have access to no fires,

Gettling into the mail fast was tO be One of REVIEW's strong pointa,
Due to the delays in having to order two hektographs by mail, this
issne took over two weelks, and I'm 80 disgusted with the whole
thing that I'm abandoning nextograrhy completely., As explained
previougly, no other Teproduction pIvCegs for REVIEW is Practicabie
as long as I am on the 1554, 50 this means the death of REVIEW.
1'11 have to admit this g,adens me a bit, since I had high hopes
for it ag an unpretentiouwg mag that could just roll on and on for
years, 1ike VOM. But it wasnit ¢4 ve,

30 all of you Who have me marked ag exchanges on your own fafzine

ilst, kina}y oross off my nalle I po jonger have anything to exchange,
WASTEBAgKRT will probably cease Dublication after the nexe igsue,

and I have small hope of f£inding any method to continue it, even

on an annual basis, ag long ad I am travel)ing,

zo tie balf dozen or ao gf you Who sald kind things about REVIEV,
nankse
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{EVIEW, Vol, 1; Yo. 2

FEVIEV 1s pudbliched and edited by Vernen L. FcCain, This issue
comes t6 yeu from Seattle, Washington :% all correspondence of

any sert should ge to the editor at the following address, R.F.D.#3
H..lﬂ'pag IMOQ

Some of yeu have askec adbout ROVIEW'g frequency, The angwer is that
REVIEW will anpear whenever I feel like it, or to be more specifio,
“herever I simultaneougly :mster beth the time and enexgy fer the
Job, T expect that will be on the average of every six weeks, theugh
& bit over that time has elapsed this time.

TWVIEV is hektoed, has no 1l1lustrations, no painfully hand-wreught
hesdings; no fanoy format,...in other words, the simplest possibile
mothods are used, Fer two rsasons, First, becanse I don‘t want
te make a full-time job out of this magrzine but would still like
te have it aprear fairly frequently, Se, whenever I can cut cemmers
to save time I ehall do so, Secondly, since much of REVIEW deals
vith publicatliens currently available, the less time that elapses
between MXYTXWAX:ERMXLEX their publicatien and RTVIEW's & pearance,
the better. Se most of RRVIEW is composed while it is typed, Xo
revriting is done., Ne duwmmyirg. Ne Justifying. You will find
plenty of typos, eccasienal misspellings, repetition, emen Poor
gramnar, Strikesver, such as the one three lines above, will be
Plentiful. I hepe this doesn't offend the sensibilities af my
readers, but that's the way it is, REVINY is te Be the ultimate

in lagk of preteusiens, If it will help any, you may consider
BVIBW to be a hurried letter which T dashed off te ysu; but sim=
ultanecusly te twenty-nine sther peovle,

Per those who are reading this magasine fer the Tirst time, it 1s
a tradezine, It is availadls in trade for Jeur magagine, In ne
other way can you get a suh~eription, except For the slight exgep~
tions zade in this 1{uswe -1 elsewhere, Please don't ask me te
put you en the regula: Liing 1ist of FEVIEW unless ysu wigh te
trade; I may bes able io squeesze out extra cepies for sere non-
traders ecoasionally, but I oun't guarantee to do 1t as a regular

thing.

La 2 J

I believe areund ten years Rge neme fanzine specialized in pells.

I'm thinking of doing the same with REVIEW, Perhaps not ever issue,
bt probedbly every ether issue at the minimm;, cards would be included
asking yeur views on certain things, W¥Waturally at least ene vell a
year would be deveted ts dalleting for the tep fan ef the year, and
another te the tep stories, But T think We can think of enough things
on which the fan'g interst sand opin ens are of general interest, te
ke it a year-round affair, The selectien weuld be small, since
REVIZW‘s circulation is limited, But practiocally all REVIEV readars
will be gquite active fans, which means their opiniens are actually
mere representative of fandom than the average, Unlike ather ocurrent
Dells. T would print complete returns, a ocomplete breakdown, not just
the winners, But here's the catoh, Will YOU ce-eperate. You woM:t
even have to pay pomtage, Just £11) trem out and pail them in, Will
you de it? De you 1like the idea, Unless I get a fairly enthusiastic
recpenge I'11 junk the entire fdea, Let me know,

V1M



REVIEWIFG. Rgvmwoooo-oooooooooeoa.oooocowooooooooooo-oooo.o.-.o..

This 1s to be the most important seation of REVIEWeeeoeo
but only if yeu make it that way,...otherwise I?1l be
forced to fall dbaock on reviews and coluime.

WRAI BALLAR ' Blanchard, ¥.D,

Dear Vernon,

Just got & copy of REVIEW Today, and I'm so flattered at
being one of the 30 to receive copies, 11l even go so fnr as
to answer it on such a hot; humid, heavy night,

Theny, t00;, naturally I'ad write to the editor of such a zine..-
any fan should go out of his way to encourage a struggling Neo-fan,
and no=one but a neo-fan would hecto a zine nowdays, Oddly there
wae a fellow with a name just like yeurs, used to be in SAPS, and
put out a rrinGed mag,..but if you strive, and seek to impreve,
perhaps someday you too will rise to such hefghts. I will admit
this i a very good mag, and the hectoing was good emcught that it
didn't detract frem the pleasure of reading it at all. In fact
this was very good heotoing, and unlese I happened to get an
especially cholce ocopy, :t was about the best job of hectoing
print that I've seen,

Like the idea of the mag, reviews, letters,and just comment
on anything that you feel like commenting on. It sounds like your
Pelicy is to use anything you like, and I can't thirk of a better
polioy for a fan ed to follew, I partioularly like your roviewsce.
they agres with m ideas in the main,..give new slants te things,
ando osheok they just remind me of mailing comments in the APAS,
and T can enjoy mailing oomments, A good fangine comnentary like
this ‘is something that is needed., In the last year orxr twe I've
almost stopped getting subscription fanzines,..perhaps dbecauee they
vere never reviewed i{r a way that would make me int-redted enough
to svbsoribés Every once in a while some special zine would get
an outstanding review, I°d get a copy, and it.,.0FUS, QUAYDRY, and
one or two ethers would be on my get list, I still don't c=re for
all subsoription zines, but there are & few I at least feel 2ike
getting. "I think your reviews this time were about right,,.not
too soft, er not tce hard...pan stuff if you feel it oalls for a
bit of panning, but go easy on the new 6omers...when I used te Play
in High School band, we reeived grades for band work, and the system
used was & sort of personal one...the director wouldn't grade you on
Juet how well yeu could play, dut hew well you should Play for the
experience and training yeu had had, EHe felt that yeu should keep
improving as leng as yeu kept plaving, and if he thought a wember,
say the first chair trombone player wasn't impreving, or doing as
good as he should, he'd give him a lewer grade, even though the
first chair player would be by far she best man in his section,

It leoks like you are plamning te use the sams system in your
comments, and I'm all for that.,.vhat is very good fer one fan,
isn't at all praiseworth fer another. Yeur reviews of the zines
I have read seem to hit it exaotly,

Like the idea of the review and cemments on the pro mag8, 0,
strange that in fandom where weme all supposed to be oritics of
etf mags(at least thats what they tell us in the FHODONAGYTIO
DIGEST )few people ever mentien pre-stf, let alens review it.

Fice jeb of reviewing, I more or less agree with you, exgept I
doubt if I 1iked as many steries as vou did,,.Few at{ atories pub-
lished ’“9se days are memorable, although they almost all ceen to
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be written better than -they were years ago. Senetimes it seems
like they are all writing, and ne story. ((To whick I°d like te
244 a firm amen, This is, expressed in a nutshell, precisely
what has been vathering me for seme time, GALAXY, in particular,
has been a frequent effender in preducing this beantifully manue
factured, but sodiless, weak tea, Yolomo))

When mentiening stf- stories to a correspondent...l mentien
at{ stories evervy year or so just to let her kmow I still read stf,
I remariked that TEE IOVERS was an unusual story, but outride ef the
switeh in what they'd use in & pulp zine, and.its probadble place as
a2 turning peint in stf, a history making story, it actually wasn't
muek of a story, Leoks like you agreed, Wonder Just what the let-
ter column renarks en THE IOVERS will be? Perhaps seme of the Star
Begotten will start & CCFZ (CRUSATE to Clean up Pro-2ines)Others will
claim &t to be the sign that stf is coming of age, Whe Imows, maybe
1t is.

Barbara Payton to gy play the part imn THE FOUR SITED TRIANGIE?
Well now I imow why I don't got to the movies, Prevision,

So now I come to business.. . EVIEW is offered in trades for
other fansines. Wwell I don‘t put eut a fanzire, but I do put sut
a SAPSzine, and further dewm yeu put as a special note to Redd
Boggs®l will trade fer SAPSzines, theugh, and I've alwiys theught
the prettiest of blue are HURKIES"., This may mean that you'll %rade
for SAPSgines, er it may mean that yeu'’ll trade for SAPSzines named
HURKIE., Mine is named OUTS8IIERS, and enalesed is & CODYeoo 2

It is legal teo read OUTSIMERS now, since the SAPS dead-line
wvas last SATTRDAY,

I doubt if T am still on the mailing list for WASTE BASIET, but
the only reason I didn't write and ask for it is because ysu only
gave it awiy., I liked that zine..,but I felt guilty getting it fer
nothing. Sometimeg I think I showld take time te develep my criminal
instinots,

Sincerely

“'rai Ballard

303 JOHNGON 822 -9th St,

Greeley, (Ceole.
1 enjey review, Do lmep me on yeur liet, --3emetimes I have the
feeling that you're a trifle too violently epinienated, hewever, .
Lem. But gggt I tride ORB FOR IT? This somehow lecves me with
the hinkling 0f an unfair trade, XNet that you aren’t more ernvdite
and sparkling than 11l ol me, It's just that, ORB I3 SO EXPERSIVE}
¢(¥o, Beb, you dor‘t have te trade ORB for it, You get this issne
becsuse you have a letter in it, Anybody whe hag a letter printed
will get that issue, dut only tha. one, 8o if yeu are able te pro-
duce a letter I feel 1o worth printing, and of genersl interest,
each issue, you don‘t have to worry about triding. Utherwise, it
is striotly up to you whether yeu want REVIEY badly enough to
trade ORB for it, I'm perfectly willing to resubscribe to the
latter, But REVIEW is a tradezine, and save for the exgceptions
I°ve made, it is unavailadle otlerwise.))
1 thought your fanzine reviews clever, RD features.some artwork,
ocarelessly reyroduced, and some éru:d, ocarelessly reproduced, By



dint of sffert, or guardian angel, it ooccasionally manages to be
devastatingly clever, 3But net very often,
T vill eventually read the 4-sided tri/, However, Lem, T want te
core tu blows about dear 1little Babs, She does not admi‘tedly,
have the talent of Marsha Eunt or Cathy O0'DonnelY. FHowever, she
doen have the taldnt of Ella Raines, Jane Wyman, Jean Feters or
Nancy Gvild, S3eldom is she nllewed to flow 1t, hwwever., T would
be wild to wee Marsha Hunt in the movie, Howévere-let us not con-
fuse intelligence; and personzl mognetisme with acting perfentien...
except in the most ultimate tabulation,
Which 18, wkat 1 think you are doing,
Payton is quite oclose to being drainless. She is quite stu 1d.
Yet, when she can be comxed into acting, gshe does it quite c¢redidly.
Quite} She has the gift of rarfeot mimiory, plus the ability ¢o
gonirol her movements gracefully, and rememher dislogus., And she
is astonishingly attractive, Once the diredtor tells her what to
do, #he &ppears to be able to complete the rinished sction credit.
ably. However; she is wnable to imherently grasp the dvamu of a
vert, and give it a mpark of inner warmth, Few actre=egs really
can. Amrng blondes that oould do Triangle; T can think of only =
few; 8helley Winters. Dorothy McGnire, maybe Julie Eavdon, Among
the brurettes.,,Jen Zirmons, Paula Ravmond, Nancy Davis, or mayde
Cyd Charisee, Undoubtedly, contragts wonld bar the last one, .,%wh ©
wonld, incidentally, be alnomst the best. Especially Charisse,
Her dramatio pictures have been artistic 3uccesses., doxoffice
washouts. Tobedy han hard of her, -In most s-f movies this is
4 necessary qmalifioation,
Cetting baok to Qur Barbars, Admittedly sie 1# 4o Garbo or Davis.
Hot even a Crawford or a Kerr cr a Jones, =.But she's 704 Averye
thing that Havrworth, Oradle, or Liz Tavlor has. And thoge gals
hive been making vproducers and the Amsrican }Hale very hapry for
aliodt too many 7enrs, And,.,she oosts leap.

' 'Bye now,

Bob
({Well, saoh man to his tas-es, but itis hard for me %o see how
anyons, except mavbe Franchot Tone or Tom Neal, oould gall Dgr-
bara Payton astonishingly attractive, Personally, when it comes
to attractive movie stars I'11 take Debbie liarmolds or Marleng
Dietrich; with varioue 3topoffs in between,))

Z4X ROVANOPP 26601 30. 'festern

Apt. 341, lomita, Call?,
I'm snrprised very raich with this 1ittle "gine, Contrary to what
you gay in your edltorial, the reproduction, considering, was
rémirkablel And the contents,..God; I only wish we o>uld pack
h21lf as rmch interest into fory pages as you manage to squee ze
into seven or aight, You would be a fool not to consider making
Roview = fanzine of quality,,,providing yon eould mak+ every {asue

a8 interestinc aw this one as,;ess.and You can qQuote me if yom wish,.,,

H.RI= 405 E 62 St

Savannah, 02,
Sayy vhy domn't vou rte fmz like you @0 puz stordies; i.e. put *henm
Chi T.:ﬂigh.}.’ T80.; and a Teo, 113t.oo..c.p1ense mantion sonawliera
in mextish of IBVILW that STPSPTUFP hae gone FAFA,

R e
oI
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AMAZING STORINS -- Sep. '52

The word is that AMAZING is going digest soon, If this means, us
I hope it does, that AMZ will be built into a full-fledged sister
to TANTASTIC, it will be a great day tor stfans, In one sweep, we
will have lost two of our worst magazines, AMAZING and FA, and
acquired & naw quality zine, O0f course, after the long and unene
viable histiry of AS, I'd just as soon they'd kill it also, At
any rate, such a move will leave only OTHER WORLDS in the godawful
category, Tiis issue of AMZ is typically bad. ¥illiam P, ¥cGivern
has a fairist »%ory on 2n ancient plot struotiure. And perhaps the
hackiest hack -7 the thirties, John Russel Feamn, missing for some
time, has found his way back into print courtesy o¥ Editor Bruwne,

ASTOIADING SCIGL S FICTION -- Aug. '32

Walter ¥, Miller Jr. isn't exactly another Heinlein. But he's the
closeat thing to it among the young new authors, And R he manages
to write more like Heinlein did a decade ago when he was at his
best than Heinlein himself does now, His "Cold Awakening® in this
issue is just another in the long list of very memorable stories,
tveeoI'm told that gimmick stories are on their way out, Telepathy,
telildnesis, all the ISP powers, the van Vogt styled supermen.
These are all devices = of the adolescent era of stf, 1940-50,

and mst now be laid aside for deaper probing into the philosoph-
{cal and cerebral Teaches of our coming maturity, Well, if this
is 80, I wanna stay adolescent, For this type story represents
science-fiction ot at its most alluring and fagcinating, for me,
I've always been a sucker for the story of the ordinary man who
wakez up one morning to find he's acquired a brand-new above
normal power, and I intend to etay that wvay, Which is undoubt«
edly why I enjoyed "love They Neiphbor" so M0N0 o s s o sMATk CLiftem
whose first story was mest excitirg and whose second yarn started
off in tremendous fashion, only to slump at the end, Aisappoints
greatly with his third whioch is a aliok and entertaining piece of
nothingness,

RAMDUS FANTASTIC MYSTERILS =- Qot. '52

For a brief interlude in early 1945, after a drief scquaintance,
a couple eof much better than average jssues and the wartime generated
lagk of cempetition, this was my favorite magaszine, But I'm afraid,
for me, it has now outlasted its exonse for existence, The one or
twe outstanding sherts a year fail to compensate the reader for the
large ameunt of outdated trash whioh is dug upe I can't think ef

2 really entertaining full-length -ovel ¥FM has published aince
1948 (with the exceptionz of that special {gsue vhioh featured

"Phe Time Machine" and “Donovan's Brain®, b® of which oan be
easily aoquired at even a voerly-stocked pt 1ibrary) when

they Erinted the infinitely amsing and UMk sish "The Devil's
Sppen” o ,



This 1ssue ras Sax Rohmer for those who like him and the beste
known (bnt not best) story by John Collier, "Thus I Refute Beelxv®,
Thie deft 1ittle short shert is the definitive version of wrat I
feel is the most heavily overworked plet in all fantany, and that's
geing seme, Sinoe Cellier and Teny Boucher have milked the invisidle
Plamate idea ef everything it possesses, is it asking teo much te
request all the lesser writers (including praotically everyone ameng
WEIRD TALES oentributors) to abandon the idea?

SATASTIC ee Fall -52

If net the brightest new star in the fantastio firmament, this is
oertainly the newest bright star., Browne lacks sersthing as an
editor, but he managen te compensate somewhat by the re=euroces

of his pocketbeok, Sach ocompetent writers as Jereme Bixby and
7ritz Leiber stud their toes Badlv in this iesue, But the frequently
nlick, frothy, and inconsequential Eric Prank Russell prodnces the
Pleasantast surprise in the issue, a ribald dbut net off-coler ple€e
called "The 3in of Hyacinth Peuch®, This has abeut as mioh abovew
beard and 'mdisguised sex as I've ever come acress in soience-fic.
tion; nene of it neoessary te the gAS#¥ plet, The entire stery is
tel€ 1n a tengue-in-cheek manner, depioting the Prench characters
A% agting in preocisely the manner Amsricans believe is typiocal eof
the French. (And fer all the authentio informatien I have to the
contrary they may actually act in this fashien.,) It shows the
difference between an henest guffaw at the amusing relatienship
batween men and wemsn and a behind-the-hand sniggercc:...Beucher's
"fhe Star Durmy® is amusing, thengh hardly menumental, Sturgeen's
*The Sex Oppesite®, distinotly eme of his minor and less srceessful
efforts, »%ill manages te make just abeut every ether auther in the
field lsek like & dlundering ammteur, Brewne's passisn for the
deteotive yarn has induced him te include one sut and ent mystery
"Man in the Dark® without the slightest pretensiens teward either
of or fantasy, theugh H,B, tries ts alibi this in the dlurb, Tru=
ran Capete's "Miriaw" ifwpresses me much:less than sere ether things
I1've read by the mest prececieus and precieus ef the yeunger set.
The front ocover is in slightly less poor taste than that of the
riret lssue, while the back cover is almoet as tremendously arreste
ing and anjoyable as the first in this series; though the omigsion
of the bhorder previously used, tends to cheapen the impression,
Whateéver glse his faults; Howard Browne deserves a vote of thanks
for introducing avthentic serious art to sf readers, many of whom
have never had a chance previously to view anything more profound
than the worits of Hannes Bok,

3COUPS and THRILLS bhave long had the race for the all-time worst
promag striotly to themselves with OUT-ORP-THIS-WORLD AITWERRTUHES
holding an uncontestad lead ih the striotly Amsrican category,

But their 1s a new contender for hoth titles, This ngagine is
almost unbelievadbly bdad, Printed in girlie format and on the mame
type paper, it has been buried with those magasines on most stands
vhich is just rRe well, We doubt if many would buy it after seeing
the crude and washed-out doteh of a cover anyw2y. This magsszine
ocarries a tremsndous staff and stories bearing half a dogzen 4aif-
ferent by-lines, But not one nams oconcerned with this meg is one
which has ever been agsociated with either stf or fandom, The
stories seem a $rifle more smoothly written than thoses in sorme of
the earlier defunct mrge Bué they are Juzt a® unreadadle, or wmay



a trifls more, I was only able to wade through one story, and the
solence (?1) in it made even rme gng, though I've been a longtime
opponent of the achool which would make the science in each story
check out to the final decimrlececcecceesIf this magazine sees a second
issue, I'11 be mildly surprised. A Third issue would make me drop
dead frem pure astonishment, This thing even makes the infamous

FANTASY FICTION/FANTASTIC STORIES leok good,
FANTASTIC STORY MAGAZINE -- Sept. 952

I've been reading and indexing & let of eld magazines in the last

year, Among the mest reocent inte which I've dekved are WONIER and

STARTLING, Of the entire Gernsbach WONDERS, I ¢an thimk of not a

simgle full-length novel whioch was really readable, And in the

nevels printed regularly by STARTLING, I've found enly ene true

classic in all the issues prior te the time when I gtarted reading

it regularly in the fall ef 1944, co-ingidentsl with the accessien

of Merwin, This novel was, of ceurse, ®The Black Flame", FsK

winich st delve inte these 0l1d r ‘=xines for its lead novels

printed this fine story 1ssue befere last, And ef all the novels

printed by anyene during this era, eng stands out, 1In fact, I

would say it is prodbably the mest famous and pepulcr sf nevel of

all-tims (exempting the H.G, Wells novels which are well-known

chiefly as items of hintorical interest), 1 am speaking, ef

coeurse, of SLAN, PSM broke Precedent by geing eutside their

own preperties and acquiring reprint rights te an abridged versien

of this story, which appeared last isrue, After thase twe titans,

it was difficult te pee oW the magasine ceuld match them, And it

didntt, Presumadly the Merwin varns are tee. recent te be reprinted,

and the buying ef rights is reserved feor VeIy spacial and rave -

eccasiens. This leaves FSM with a choige only among the afo :emene

tioned unmemorabls material, Rasily  the best contributor of novels

{oxr anything elge) to the early STARTLING's was Henry Kuttner., Se

PSE made about as good a choice as they could in picking one of the

wany Euttner novels for a follow-up, And, as I remember it, "A

¥illion Years to Conquer® (w ioch I read enly abeut three months

220 80 I 44an'¢ bother rereading at this time) was about the best

of the Kuttner ymsus, But it's weak tea compared to "The Black [

Flame® and “Slan®,,... PSM seems to have switched over completely

to a policy of one reprint novel and the rest new short gtories,

each issue, which has ny complete approval, They've been working

11‘.;1 !nfn:t Sif"“““ fgr l;m tiln.i Se the -tivry by stf's aldest \rrit;r.
9 1irst in a couple of years, is rresumd & new one, And,surpr

ingly.'lhy Cumnings, who never was better thr 1 a seeend-stringer onn*

at str'9 weakest, has coms up with one of the most ammeing shorts ef

the jsesue, vhich merely tells the length to which a he pecked million-

aire with a bit of scientific genius throwm in will ge te escape frem

3 perdistent mother-in-law. Den Wilcex makes a try fer a GALAXY type

mood plece and fails, The €immiuk, 8boit & man whe has never set

foet on a planet, is a goed ene, hevever,

FUTURE SCIENCQE FPICTION -= Sepe '52

Cempetitisn is jJust getting te rough far FUTURE, Its editer, Bed
Lowndes, 18 ene of the best, b the miniscule rates he pays are
evidently just te levw te bring him the calibre stery he ence mane
a2ed te purchase, despite all the laws of ecenemics, Wallsce
Weet mereifully ends his Atlantis series, The firest was am s ingly
different when it appeared in ASTOUNDIYG STORIES in 1934, butthe
field has zdvanced a it ®ince then. Alan Neurse, a usually fine
vriter makes himself ridiculeus in & yarn abeut men whe o mad st

I TLTERT TR aem— T T e e




the eppertunity to pick up fabuleus diamend treas're en Mars., Evi-

dently Neurse haz fergetten that diamends have ne intrinsic wvalue,

exoept for certain commercial uses, and bring high prices enly

vecause of an artificial menepely; perhaps the enly successful

ene in the werld today. The stery weuld have been mere plausible

if he'd even made it that eld-standpy ef primitive sf authers,

geld, vhich dees have a ceortain ameunt ef genuine value, even

despite the attmpte of recent decades te debunk it, Bud didn't :
you knew, Alan, Newadays the enly thing whioh oan hring that

rapacious gleam te the villaints eye ies uranium or plutenium, *
er the undirsped lady on the cever, %“Small Pry®" by Humnt Cellins i
is a faithful imitatien ef either Sturgeon's ®*Mehwu's Jet*® eor

Leigh Brackett's "The Truants® or perhaps both, but this stery

lacks their understanding ef grewn-up--childheed psychelegy and .
is merely laughabdle where they were eerie and ovnvincing, A

second-spring ASTUUNDING psycholegicel gimmick yarn is centributed

by secend-string ASTUUNDINs writer, H.B, Fyfe, But hitherte amateur-

ish writer, Dgve Dryrees, contribuies .Lhe ene cempletely enjeyable

stery i1p the magasgine; a definitely amusing stery called "The Facts

ot Life", Ya=; sunier, just what yeu’re thinking efocco.enly net

ir quite the gy yeu‘re thinking,

GALAXY SCIENCE FICTION == Aug. '52

I enjoyed James Blish'e "Surface Tensien® when I read it,..but had
cempletely fergetten it by the time I sat dewn te write this review,
and had te leek at the rictures te remsmber it, Fritz Leiber has

ene of his usumally pewerful yvarns, Leiber tans need te telds ne

mefeo 4 ceuple oI neawcemers geme up with typical wALAXY tales

wvhich are well=wraitten but net xuch else., "Uravy Plasnet" manages

te generate a little excitement In the firnt part ef the last install-
ment but all in all, this is the peerest or the ithree, and it still
nenages te lenve a bad taste in my meuth,

I¥ -- Sep, 152

Wender whe the new editer eof this will be? Fairman is rew with Zirt-
Tavie, theugh this issue still carries his name en the mastheadoeccae

A Tow years age a yeung writer, s prevege ef Fredric Brewn's, nevaed ¥
en the scene of science-fictien, then vanished, but net betere he

had leit the field richep by many fine xxyxms steries, Fe still

turns up an eccasienal stery, dbut his best stuff was wBitten while

1iving in Taes, E.¥,,near Hrewn, and shewed the Brewn influence.

194 say that ¥x Jehn D, MacDenald, urd er his varieus pen names,

turned eut at least halt ¢f the best steries in. the pestwar SUFPER

xxts SCIENCE (quite a geed magaszine, fer a while) during this

peried, at the same time ocentriduting heavily te ether magasines, ¢
But predably his finest stery was the epechal "Cesmetics® which I

weulé unhesitatingly list as ene ¢f the fifteen best steries AST

has printed since the war, Charles Beauwrment®s "The Beautiful

Feeple* weuld have much mere impact, if it did net invite cempari-

sen te *Cesmetios" te such a tremendeus extent, But it'g inter-

esting te read, if enly te see what anether writer ocan de wit™ thim

agar “‘ea, JItig a tribute te MacDenald that ne ene has at’=s 1

ts ‘te with him bdefere in thie usually larceneuvus fiel



.

Plets are cencerned, L. lajer Reynelds "Heles, Incegperated® is
the sert ef thing the lesser magazines printed in great quontities
ten years age, Quite simple, but still amusing, "Marlery's Chain"®
by Alan Neurte carries a willep, theugh it is a bit edbvieua, But
where did he ge? tke nickname fSharkie'? I never did figure that
eut, NMari Welf is alrwst as jeer a writer as Reg Phillipas, if that
is pessible., L., Sprague de Camp is present with a feetnete te

his langrishing career, & atery called "The Space Clause¥, But
even at his mest insignifigant, de Camp like many ef his centen~
peraries manages te put the yeunger set te shame witk his pessessien
of the quality that eludes them, pure class, This magazine ceuld
be very geed but seem: te be suffering frem achizephrenia, and twg
insists en printing a little Ziff-Davis styled rubbish every se
eften,

IVAG IVATION -~ Sep, *52

Thies magasine just can't seem te get off *le greund, Net as bad
as OW exr the Z-D pulps, it still has a tremenusus lack ef werth-
while steries, There Was "Special Delivery®,.,...8nd when elge
heve they ever printed a really great yarn? Tep-netcher Darmn
Knight has a G «glanted stoery which evidently didn't make
the grade with Ueld (understandably) in this issue, Daniel

F, Galeuye hars a really chilling little horrer varmm, And B3ill
Venable, abeut the oenly really active fan teday whe manages te
gell te the pres at the same time has an amusing shert which is
definitely a netch abeve tle usual THAGIFATION calibre, I weuld
be semething less than breken-hearted if the magazine suffered
the same fate as the last ene which Hamling edited, On the ether
hand I have ne aching desires te be rid ef it, a 1la OT'ER WORLDS,

RBW WORLDG == July 52

Little knewn in this ceuntry (mest ef his best werk has arpeared

in England), J, T. M'Intesh runs neck and neok with Walter Miller
for the title of best writer of the past ceuple of vears, M'Intesh
deesn't write quite se many geed steries as Miller, dut he deesn't
(unlike Miller) seem te write bad enes, Fe isn't verv prelific,
ge hie first nevel (and the first serial NEY WORLDIS has run) is
mere than welceme. Its supermannish (er rather, superwemannish)
theme tends te bring ¥f!Intesh cleser t- the label of*the pest-war
van Vegt'!, which I have hesitated te use, But M'Intosh has much
mere feeling and emetien than van Vegt ever disp.ayed, F,.G.Rayer,
Britain's mest prelific and dullest writer, tries a sequel te his
enly geed stery te Adate, "Time War', He sheuldn'tve. XE X.C.
Tubb'w ® “Men Only” tends te nail dewn his pesitien as the new
discevery ef British science-fictien, (M'Intesh and mest of the
ethers seem te have firzt appeared in American magarzines)., Ameri-
oan fans whe den't bether getting this regazine are missing a pud-
licatien which easily teps all but the big feur in Averica,

OTER WP;IADQ oe A\_]g. '52

Why Walter Miller finds it necessary te sell te this tyre of market,
I can't fatLem, but he keeps deing it, Fandem's senier graduate mmst
have had a bad day when Be bewght thim stery. It's nearly ut te
Filler's usuval grade, ee is ebvieusly wav ever the head ef RAF'g
readers, .In fact, Palmer must have had a bved week. There is a
quit= readabdble var Vegtish yarn by Charles deVet in this issue, alse.



ELABT STOQRIES e Sep, '562

Despite claimg that Poul Andersen enjeys writing PLAET-styled yams
te the ASTCUNDING=type stery which Andersen himself carried te its
vlsimate perfectien, he still menages te insert a bdbit ef quality
inte hig steries every se often, "The 8tar Plunderer® ig xt thude
and-blunder ef a very high grade, There is seme nice ireny in a
plece called "The Gun®, This is tre sert ef varn fer which I
remsnber PLAIET when I first started reading it, but it has bdeen
regrettably absent fer seme time, I wender why, Rest .f the

issue is the usual PLAY.T pablum, Den’t dbether with it,

STARTLING STORIES - Sepo "52

I feund the geing te rough en Jack Vance's lead nevel "Big I'lanet®

te read very far, Surprising since Vance has develeped a very smeeth
style during the last ceuple ef years, R.J., MocGreger has & very Tine
shert, “"The Perfect Gentleman®, whigh mekes up fer Vance's defectiien
hewever, Buit the ether shert by Charles E. Fritch o2n be desorided
enly as peurile, :

TIRILLING WONTIER STORIES -- Oct. *32

Since WONIER is a mioch older magazine and has always maintained a
higher average standard of quality, it was somgthing of surprise
when Standard picked STARTIING to go monthly, It was possible
that they merely didn't want to experiment with their more valuable
property, TWS (as Ziff-Davis appeears to have done in the case of
AMAZING), but this reader, for one, hoped that they would soon
switoh to a monthly format also, But the current issue of TWS
announces a fourth magazine for their string, SracE STORIES (not
to be confused with del Ray's SFACE SCIENCE FICTION -- it looks
like publishers and editors have completely run out of new ideas,
Judging from the many near duplications now or regently in the
field) whioch sounds like a rival for PLANET. Personally, I would
much rather have six more issues of TWS each ysar, I have doubts
about the feasidility of the plan, PLANET is the only magazine
which has ever succeedéd in making space operz pay over a long
reriod of timeecceessat any rate, TW3, which had been indisting-
uishable from STARTLING for a time, is now taking the lead over
1ts sister onoe again. Both of the two latest igsues have been
Quite superier, This one leads= off with a typical recent-style
TWS yarn by Wallaoce West, but still & good one,....Ken Crossen

is present again, I once labelled him the peor man’s de Camp;
but considering the manner in which Crogsen is improving and

the dead embers that were once de Camp, I'm afraid the simile
should be turned round the ether way, Crossen is definitely
doing better work, neow, though still net up te de Camp’s prewar
standard wvhen he set a mark for humoreus stfantasy never equalled
before or msince, Onetime planet editor, Paul Payne, has a stery
adbeut religien which even Y find acceptable, while Roger Dee comes
up with & typical eld-style TWS yarn (better than the new-style enes
in my unrecenstruoted epinien) which is thoroughly amsing, Big
weak spet of this issue is the revival of Magnus Ridelph, Why,y
vwhen most of us were willing te forgive and Yerget Jack Vance®s
early attempts te ruin science fiction?



)

WEIRD TALSS -- Sep., 52

When SUPSR SCINNCE felded, it left a void, No other magazine seemed
te bes 2ble to asoume the pesitien of bert illnstrated publicatien

in the field, a title which S8S5S had filled, hewever imperfectly.

But WT, which centinues te publish the same eld stuff, has thoreughly
everhauled its art department in the last year, This issue has &
Finlay cever which leeks more like it was dene by Freas (ne iniyult
intended there te either artist)., WT has practically adandoned

Lee Brewn Ceye and their more mediecre artists, In their vlaces

are a whele orew of rremising yeung artists such as Arfstren, Bright
new star at WT, however, is Eberle, predably the best illustrater
currently vwerking in the field, Tuis particular issue has (with

the exceptien of a ceuple ¢f smll unsigned cuts) nothing dut large
quantities of Finlay and Eberle, Which is quite a change frem several
years a7e when WT was the mest peerly illustrated magazine in the
field, with the pessible excep‘iens ef Palmer's herrcws. Fiotion

1= the usual thing, The everrun ef Gavagan's Bar tales frerxr NVOF

adds a nete ef serely-needed humer te this magazine, Auguat Der-
leth wastes his time belabering that peer e1d child's invisible
playmate story again, and =2¢till man'ges to come up with ene of the,
17 net the, best stery in the issue, Also fairish stories by 3t.
Cilair,mt Curtis W, Cacewit, and David Exnen, 1It's a pity Margaret
St Clair never lived up teo the yrremise her early stories showed,

FANTASTIC AIWENTURES -- 3ep, '52

Geedy! Only ene mare icsue of this, Thisn megazine breught us the
twe best novels of 1950, “The Drenming Jewels" and "Yeu're All
Alene" plus a scattering ef geed shart stories dut ita average
quality was se lew taat I'm happy te see it ge, This issue is

the usual mental sweeping= witk the exoeptien ef & quite geod story
by Harry Walton, “The Hollew Werld®", The theery presented here

is & Yit hard te swallew; the methsd used presents sere ebvious
flawe; ané I, personally, have streng doubts about the Arawbacks

of the 1ife depicted, But it 13 still a stery well worth reading,

0¥ SHOTS ~-- & departiment devoted te nevels rresented in paper back
rorm, or magasines which oc2rry enly sne story per issus,

"Alien Impact® by FJC. Tubb, AUTFENTIC SCTTINGE PICTION #21

Tubb has been Ted Carnell's nunber one discovery an here Tubb branches
ent for another publisher which has hitherte devoted itself selely te
Juvénitia, The plot isn't original, the wwiting oceuld have stood
polishing, and there are are a few flaw: in the pletting which indi-
cuzte lack of sufficient forethought, But this 13 still at leant

twice 88 good as any previous offering by the British ASF, and must

be ceunted as its entrance inte the adunlt af field, 1t kiocks off

with precisely the same gimmick as Asimov's "EalfeRreecd” and frem
there on the actien comes thick and heavy, Ditte intrigie. But en

an adult rlane,

_“Rat Race" by.Jay FPranklin, GALAXY 3CIENCE PICTION HOVRI #10

In the firat issue of GALAT!, Oroff 2en*lin reviewsd this atory,
reprised the plet, and tunned it mrercifully. =BRut Sonklints review



only murxwEuixx succeeded in making me anxioue to read it, Evidently
the same was truve of Cold, er else he doemn't agree with his Ddeok
review for here it ims as a 08P navel, ¥Mr, Franklin obvieus 1delized
the late Pranklin Roosevelt and what he stood for, This volitiocal
slant is given ful) ximmttwxtkExMmmX play in the beok and 2ike meot
extremist viewpeints, nprears amsing at times when examined dy
gsemeone whe doesn't share it, But making allowances for M¥r. ¥Frank-
1in's somewhat distorted views of how the worla is r»m, and the fact

that this book is not written in the conventienal sf manner dut :
with all the devioges customrily reserved feor the sexy *hard-bdoiled:
detective novel, it i1s quite enjoyadble, This originally aprpeared in ¢

a slick mwgazine, and the writing is quite s9ligk alse. Not rscommended
if you're Hhirxkxm a dyed-in-the weel conservative who's sensitive ahout
his views, Otherwise, this 1s goed fun,

“Rogue Queen® dy L, Spragve de Camp, IKLL pocket reprints,

This novel got more hoevrla than anything else pudlished last year,
perhaps 25% of it deserved, It is well handled, the characterizatien
is muck more firmly grounded than in most sf novels, and it is fax-
above anything else de Camp has produoed since the war, But it is

a pedestrian plodding thing compared te some of his glordous prewar
larks in THKNOWY and ASTOUNDIKG, The highly aedvertised sexual
element is actually less petent and more academio than in several
recent pulp-pudblished stories.

FECQDENTED STCRIEG

XThe Beautiful People = Charles Beaumont - I¥, Septeubder
Celd Awakening -« Walter M. Miller Jr, - ASTO'NDING SCIXYCE PICTION
XThe Dangerous Doll - Daniel T, Oalouye - IMAGIVNATION, 3eptember
"he EBsp Worlds - J.T M'Intosh - NEV WORLDS, July
AThe Gun = Philip K, Dick « PLANET, September
The Hollow World - Harry Walton - FATASTIC AINEITUIES, September
Leve Thy Neighbor - M,C,Pease - ASTOUNDING, August
Men Only « E.C.Tubd - NEW WORLDS, July
XA Million Years to Conquer - Henry Kuttner - PANTASTIC STORY MAG,
The Perfect Gentleman - R.J.MoOreger - STARTLING, Septeaber )
Please Me Plus Three - Walter M, Miller, Jr. - OTHER WORLDS, Aug.
The Polluxian Pretender - Kendall Pester Crossen - THRILLING WONIER
The Rat NRace « Jay Franklin
W The Reasonable Pesople - Roger Dee, THRILLING wONIER STORIRZS, Oct,
Rogue Queen - L, Sprague de Camp
Y The Sex Opposite - Theedore Sturgeon, = FANTASTIC, Fall ¢
The Sin of Hyacinth Peuch = Eric Frank Runsell - PANTASTIC, Fall .
Thus I Refute Beelzy - John Collier - FAMOUS YANTAST IC MYSTERIES ’
XYasterday House = Pritz Leiber - GALAXY, August

et a single Very Highly Recommended stery this tims, and a amall
seleotion of Recommended, coneiderinz the large numder of magazines
reviewed, Yo magazine got ever two recomaends and GALAXY get enly
one., Could be the field is everproducing, huh? === Upon lioking

this 1list ever, I decided Y'd been overgenerous, even 30, so these
with an x in front of the title are stories about which I had gertain
r;aervationo in recesmending, although I personally enjoyed all the
above,



If I were going %o be at the convantion, &his fally T shouwld
move tnat fandom express a vote of shanks to NEWSWEFK nagazine, the
snly national magazine I mow of which consistently nses straight-
fsryard veporting where fandom and science~fiction are concernedo.

- - » % b

gpesking of the convention snis fall, isn*t this about %the
£irst nameless convention anvone has over had in fandom? The
legical and traditional name would have been CHICOY IX. But it
geems Korsrak and a few of his cohorts degided that this was to
ve a dignified convention, and dignity evidently precludes nick-
nanes, The offioclal title they dsoided upen was THZ TENTE ANNUAL
3CIENCE FICTIQX CONVENTION, W“high has all the modernity and
#1avor of ths Whig party, the brevity of the SPWSSTH, and the
2ttraotien of an ice-cold shover %o an Tekims, ¥aturally, n0
fan was stupid enough to try and acinally refer %o it by this title.
Zut the convention did succeed in stopping use © the name CHICOK,
30 & serdi-compromise was made with some of the Tans refrring te
i1t as TASFIC, whioch scounds 1ike something yen'd reach Tor at the
tabls te seasen your neat, But this wasu'tl an exact rvepreduction
of the oon's initlials and was only 8lightly better than the orggil-
nal. So the conventien reiine nameiess.

What was srong with the old pystenm of naming consy NYVAT.
mhe results were attractive, catehy, and easily remepbered, The
names themsslves undoubtedly attracied a b1t of interest, And while
no one wants fandom %o beoome the slave of traditiem, tradition 1is
still something very nice te have when kept at ita proper prepor=
tions, And fandem len't so old, neT =9 wonderful, that it =mxx
can afferd to so casually toss AwAy ene of the few beneficial,
and mmiveraally accepted, traditions 1t had, DBut evidently leaving
anything alene, even Man thers iz no valid reasou for changing 1%,
is snathems to. some fans, In this case we'wve cut off our titles to
gpite our conventions.

* * - -

1 liold ne brief for that greup of fans which sets out, every
year, te undermine the cerventien, The persennel of thies group
changen, but their tactios remain the smrme, Hewever I hepe I can
sry, without aligning myself with them, that thie vear's conventiens
judging frem advance ballyhoe, bids fair to be 4he Aullest and
jeapt interesting since I've heen gsround, T regret Vvery 1mach
that T won't be able to attend, put enly because I'd like te meot
Walt Willis, who probadly wonit have a Ohance te attend anether
19y years, 1 think 14 sdght be a good idea, in the future, %
rentrict tha convantien award te sities with currently agtive
fan groups, Chicage dees not full inte this categery, and te
many of us whe did not attend the conventien, it remains a nystary
how Chiocage was awarded ths ned in competition with such active
cities as Atlanta, Detreit, and 3erkelY.

= * * *

Ta end ence and fer a1l the blokering sbeut whether the can
be devotad te fandom or nrodole migkt I make 2 a-,sgge;ticn‘?
1 gonE pexr yenr? One fandam gconvention, one gqoience=

Lo
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CUR ¥ ».
2ONFUSION, vinl0, box 493, in Lynn Haven, Fla.,; ¢ per each, 50¢ & dez.

This 1s the big econemy iasue of of, and the nearest thing Shelby
has yel produced te Foffman's QUANNISH. Typloml of stuff, but of
a higher than average qQuality and quantity than uwsual. Star itex
is Hanly Banister’s "Walter the willie- Saga of the Belf:st Bem",
whigh shows the effect a cepy of "3lan" and a few strategically
placed tendrils oan have on & pure-gouled, innocent Irish lad,

37 Bagt Fark Lane, ¥.E.y Atlanta 5 ,
: ¥ o3 & Atlanta Science-Fiction Organiza-
tion, 20¢ per single cepy-- 31.25 pear amnum or twe coepies of your
fanzine in exchange, :

And still anether. format for C-sfd, This is Perhaps the least
attractive yet. Both cevars, especially the COGHAIZ ene, cone
out peorly. Tt looks as if the original driwings were amctually

: s Which may seund all right to these of you whe've naver
tried it; dut the more ysu rednce piotures from their origiral
size, the detter they leok, The errers and wuvers in thm lines
vanish into smalfnggs and the whole thing leois mors prefessienal,
At any rate this cover ip a very washed-eut leeking affair. The
interior nas Printed headings which are quite adequate bnut Xkitux
the text is mimeod en a ocpmted paper steok, Ian is te be congratu-
lated for baving aghisved s geed resuits as he didy, but mimes snd
=lick raper juat dem'¢ mix, The metuval material was wp to CUSMAG's
usual standard, perhapy gven higher, But persenally I 1iked the
FPANSCIEXT-g12zed CBSFD better than arything else they've tried,
SFD appear= in small letters above since this iseue contsins only
a cover and a twe page mimsed plaint by Burwell relating the trials
and tridbulatiens in tryins te set up a print shep.and actually
preduce decont results, Burwell does seme slandering ef my faverite
reproductien process, but T:11 have te RAmit we ran inte many ef
the same difficulties in Eugeno, inoluding the discevery that yeu
can't handsel a really gsed-sized fanzine and expect to prednce it
oftensr than iwe er three times a yenr,

m == The British Anerican Panmag (be dmaned if 1'11 Play stoege
and put that hyohen between B & A) Hyphen in produced between igsues
o SLANT by Walt Willis and Chuck Harris, 170 Upper Newtownards Rd.,
3elfast, Ireland, One igsue for twe U3 @Y premags (eops, I got thtat
backward but it weuldn't hyurs you any te send it that vay, anyway,
payabls te Willis, er deductible frenm subs te 3LANT,

This magazine shews exactly why all self-respocting fans despise and
detest Walt 71111s and why a movemen: has been gtarted te rmnm Willis
out of fandem, In his usual patronising manner, Willis has tossed
this eut casually, between mxttwims issues of 3LANT. It resks of
suck ebjectienable rmterial as the same ¢ld hilarieus Willis humer,
the genius inspired puns, the never-ceasing imaginatien, gnd Walt
has even enagged an artigle frem Brita *s cleverest writer, W lliam
F., Temple, whe turned me dewn on a request fer material' fear W, This
sort of perfermance by Willis is an insult te all fandem, which labers
leng and hard te preduce semething sub-mediscre, Witk Willis sreund,
vhe 1s geing te pay any attentien te eur painfully wreuzht efforts
atl egebee? And to add insult to injury, i1t is goite obvions the
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sptira 'svus wae prodnced with littla forethought or care. Wiliis

fast .~z over this way, naturally, Are you going to let him
leap . ; this to ws? Can we stund idly by and see this Irish
ar- - . .\ bringisg fandom down around us in shreds? Aris., Pandom!
Drive tals menace from us, Join the Society to Drive Willis Froa

Fandom, Do it today! Don't put off{ Membership is only $10.00

a pizoce, and a bargain at the price, Anyone who would put a Price
upou insurance of his future egoboo is mo fan! (Associate member-
ships available at ome buck apiece), SKExyaurmax Send your money
to Sheldy Vieck, WAW fund, Box 493, Lynn Haven, Flo, Be sure and
st2te this is for the fund to drive Willis from fandem, I’m sure
if you 40, Shelby will be only toohsppy to provide you with a cer,
tificute certifying that you have helped do your bit to save fandom.
(This offer open only to those paying for full membership) DON'T
DEBLAY ‘ 2 % Doo it toonitdec.s

w -= Speocial Bdition, October, 1951.

Thie was delayved either in the publishing or in rcaching me., This °
in just another of Willie' inesults and is fascinating reading,
obviously not the sort of thing wvhich any fan would care to be
canght reading, Dowr with Willis}

OX ¥ HRWAL 46, Abril/May, 1952

The usual interest crammed Slater=-zins, dut while I usually don't
object to small type, this is ocarrring reductionr just & bit too
far. I have 20/20 vision, but even I found this a definite effort,
and a2 painful one, to read,

FEQ¥, July 1952, a "Pantescience Publication”, is published irregu-
tarly (but at least four times a year), by Charles Lee Riddle, 108
Hnham Street, Norwich, Connecticut, Subseription price, 10¢ per
sincle issue, $1,00 for 12 issues,

™’s 4is the best §{ssuve of PEOXN in ages, perhaps the best ever,
Stsr pilece is o fine article by H.L., Gold with which I xEXmaxEKXxkXy
aiwegree highly. While reading it, I resolved to write Gold a
letter about certain points, As I found more and more things

with which T thought T had evidence at wariance, and the letter
stretohsd out more and more, T decided to send a carbon to Riddle:
for possible publication, But when I came to the end of the zrti-
cle T found Riddle actmally soliciting rebuttals, which took all
the sport out of it. And since I was too short of time to take

up the matter immediately, my snthusiasm had waned before I got
around to it, which deprived ',L.G01d4 of a wonderful change to
ignore me/make mincemeat out of me, Ah, well, he'll probably
never realize what an 2ppertunity He lost., Dave Mason is present
with some viewe on politics which seen to indicate he believes any
form of volitiecal or =conomic thought is fallacious and a resulg
of envoirenment and prejudice, You ¥mow, Dave; there are such
things as a man's freedom t0 make up his own mind which can't be
Aiscarded in the airy superficial manrer yon use (and which I'11
admit has been the vogue recently with what a friend of mine calls
epithelial intellectuals) as just conditioning. The fact remains
that only a warped min? can label sueh a8 freedox a8 undesirable,
that we have had and still have this freedom to a great extent,
and that the Rssians don't, To this extent our society is otgeryg-
ably more desirable than that of the Communists, I'11 concede i¢

WAy bLa more difficult to ?rgve our economic syvatem superior, but
only that it is more difficult to prove,

L
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semehow the twe fanzines belew got pulled out of the pile and
weren't reviewed with the rest,

FANPATIC WORLDS, rublished qmrterli at 1942 Telegravch Avenue,
ockton, Ca ornia, Subsoriptien $1.00 per year, 2°¢ the

oepYe

This fanzine has had the biggest advaige ballyhee of any frxz I
Mow of, After the intense buildup, it is only natural that
the first issue sheuld be a disappeintment, Fet that it's a
bad fansine, ¥Far frem it, It immediately takes it's place

as ene of the tep half-dosen mags., But not vet ip it & NEKRO-
MAETIKON er a SLANT, The artwork throungheut is wnifermly peer.
Ralph Rayburn Phillips, whe cluttered up FKERO 1s present in '
zrest quantity, mere's the 1ity, The editorial celumme oould

use seme pepping up, Evidently they are still feeling their

way, This ¥will prebadly de remgdied with §2¢ Something of a

publishing sceep is Derleth’s history ef Arkham House, predadly

acquired through Asseciate Bditor Sackett, After reading the

article, hewever, I am left with the sam feeling rImtNEpIxtisk

I get upon ocentemplatien eof K3P authors, With se little reward,

and se moh frustratien, why did Derleth percist? There i{s an
embarrasingly wershipful interfiew with well-Inewn fan but little-

imown pre Gene Hunter, But high spet of the issue is Walt Willise'

"The Immertal Gael® which details an attexpt te revive '30s Belfast

fandem, This i= ene of Willis' very best pieces, It had been A
thought that FANTASTIC WORLIE was te be deminantly a fiotien mag :
but only three steries =re present in this issue, A typical '
Perrest J, Ackerman gtery, & typioally bad fan stery, and a

very fine 1ittle yarn of near-pre quality dy T.by Duane. Mest

remarimable item of the whele issue is the advertising. Evidently

FW's staff made a major assault en advertising bas=tiens and with

seme success, A number of the ads are prefessienal, though asseci-

ated with the field (i.,e,, magazine dealers or the gort eof literary

agent whe advertises he can help amateurs) but ene ad on the ingide

caver is an ad for linguaphene, presisely the same ad which AP

bag been running eff and on fer sems time, I dunme hew FW d4id

it, but more pewer te them, ¥Maybe they'll make fannish pudlishing

pay, vet, All in all, a mest promicsing magasine, and a good ene 3
already, even though net up te what is expected eof 1t, Yow i° .
they can enly jazgs up their artsgtaff someway., Mgvybe they ceuld

p v = o1

find seme way to iure Arfstrom er Gressman back to the feld, .
SCIBNCR PICTION AINERT 1745 Eenneth Road, Glendale 1, Calif,
ubscriptien price is A vear, or 8 issues, 31,

Pandem's mest proiessienal magazinex cantinues te wend its success-
ful but unsensationnal way. Much of the mmgazine ig ads, azd of little
interest to this readsr, but their articles are perhaps the best

1n the field since science-fantasy review felded, Arthur Jean Cex
finishes his study ef A.E. van Vogt. T oceuld have nused mo.e stndy

of the man and less of dianetios and semantios myself, especially

the worsahip of the latter, dut all in all 4t is still a wmst artiole
for these vhe wish te knew the why's behinc an author as well ag

the whai's that ne prouuces. ‘Theie 1m eme oI Dellen:s usual® fine
prounceions ou the cever,



with all the impact, if not the writinpg skill, of a ¥EW YORXER
piece, Both fscues contain instaliments of % most amusing story
called "The Freacher snd ithe Yusarest”, only the gecond pi-ce of
readable fiction T've sver come &Qroas in ar apa z=ailing.

FIEEIR® -~ Hedd Bojgs

Best of the SAPLsives, And, because of its inforrality, perlLaps
the best of the Boggsszines. A fascinating and well-documented
resums of the Sacoco-Vanzetti case winds up in this issve, Regret-
tadly I missed the first {installment, I say regrettably since

this is the first time I've ever heard any real facts adoutthe
case, Other things are slwavs being compured to {t, and 4t is
mentioned as if everyone should be cognizant of it. It is undoubte
odly one of the four most famous court trials of the 20th century,
The other Shreee are of course the Fiss oase, the Dreyfnus oS8,
and perhaps the Losb-Lsopodd tyial. The first of course I followsd
as it heppened, The last, thanks to & mov.e fictionalization of
it, received a resums a rumter of places several years AEO.

leopdld bas made news on several occasions, recently, But 1'm
eti1]l just as much in the dark about the Dreyfus case a8 ever, It
reraino just a name which I assoocla’e with French polities, It
might be a worth-while followup project for the research minded
Mr. Bogese. Exept I sesm %o rerember sov¢ hints of sex al abberte
tion tied up with 1%, which night make it taboo for ciroulation .
of SAP3 if that organization has sone aesders as prudish or

innocent as certain F:Pale claim to be, , b

‘$ P

OUTSIIERS - Wrai Ballard

This was always the best {11ustrated S3A°Szine. And since I lefs
SA"S, the contents has Auproved 2180, Poetry Hater's Corner hae
great possibilities which are not being exploited.

L X T X escracacehecsereO*ewaae o0 an G0 @0 WD a» W @ = B ------------------------P.

AS OTHXRS SEE USes-= I ; |

a new devartment, devoted to quotable quotes fyom letters I receive
whieh ean be reprodiced in no other w3y, for obvious rewson.

'oooooooloooaoccoooocoooo.o.o....o-OOQiO hardly the phrane pAL. ! =
use bt it will suifice for the nonce, I had the pleasure, it
you wvant to be rolite of haviw in my home a ooupii
nights last week, 0f all the egotistical, {nsufferable, rude,
111 meannered BRATS I've yet encountered in fandor (with the
possible exceptiun of one youthful Cleveland faned he cops the
door prize. The origimi Gosh-wow-0h=boy=0heboy Rimself,® |

[



Jim ERTwon useg his ‘columm ¢o lay bhare, with admirable franimess,

the motives Lehind some of his more recent 'eccentricitiesa', 3o
hooest mbouit it all 49 Jim that I've taken him out of the category
of 'a deranged mind', as I had mentally labdlled him, and have now
ur roded him to the position of 'a twisted mind', I wonder {f Riddle
t! nEgs these Degler-esque rantings actually do PRON any good, Lee
Hc'fman's %I Was Robdert sloch® 4g amusing, But I war: diecappointed
to eee T.R, Watkins giving a tentativa seal of approval to the fan
hoax,

WM. 10<, Barolay Johnson, 878 Oak Street
’ Be

A one-shotter, Tart of this ie amioing, The rest i3 Just vhat the
name &w;lies, and i1nntt,

Jume 1952 ¥o. 17 Vol, 2y Jenue 12 timeg
88, 43 Tremont Street, Malden 48, lMags,

This magasine seems to have practioally abandoned its foymer maleyp
&0 & newemasazine for columns of comment ana review, XNot i\hat I
oons ider seviewy and opinion futomatically bad, or I wonidn't be
ed.ting thig, But in thig case mgh of the opinion is pruvided

by the sbove-mentioned Xr, Farwon,

SSUTILLA, 2716 Swoly Lane, Billin.s, ¥ont, ;

Improved in appearsnee and layout, but 2t11l mch poorer than it
shonld be in materisl, TiDp to the editor: even the worst non-
Tiotion is usually mor. readable than the ficvion to vhich the
sverage fanzine hag acoege,

ofYioinl ::um;u o1 the Los Angeles Soience
clevy, 91 «h Shervourne Drive, lor Angeles 33,
ﬂu.

I «nDe LASPS 1m as dead as ite clus Osamn, $: proves thai. .hig

oledb as not exerpt from gorme corments 1 made about 1ocal clude a

fow months ago, after all, However, to be Just, the trouvbls 14
yrobsoly due Lo LASNS arpalliry haoit 031 nNa7ing & A10fc rent editor
sach issue, They could use Burbee back,

SAPSIES <. the below are nagazines which I receive in trede for
VIS, They frequently may not be available otherwise, but are
reviewed for the record, Eowever, the reviews will Probably de
briefer than of ordinary zines, due to lesser interest among REVIEJ' g
readers,

DZIAY -- dalt Ooalet

t.:ﬂ““ Coswalsine, with some fairly interesting reviews of aneisnt
wnd some coan}\a Acimramness spelling im his mailing reviews,

XM T0TES - SAFS 318 & 20 - 0.M, Carr

Your reviewer left si¥s begavee of confuging, anoying, and oo
frequent saliling requirements, and alse decanse of the generally
lower readadility of sars material as ocmpared with PA, Dut
Nre, Carr oconsistently does her bettey vork for the foroer.

dvnno why, §12 has & hardehi{ttirg 1ittle articie called "Wig., »



